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October 12, 2016 

Safe Routes to School National Partnership Testimony to City Council Re: Vision Zero Action Plan 

Mayor Hales and Portland City Commissioners:  

The Safe Routes to School National Partnership’s mission is to advance safe walking and bicycling to and 

from schools, to improve the health and well-being of kids of all races, income levels, and abilities; and to 

foster the creation of healthy communities for everyone. 

Across the nation, and right here in Portland, traffic crash injuries and fatalities are up significantly this year 

– as they were last year. In fact, over the past few years, we’ve seen our streets become less safe, not 

more. The National Partnership, together with numerous community groups have called for Vision Zero 

policy for our city, and for the past year we have sat at the table to create the Vision Zero Action Plan, 

ensuring it would tackle the biggest and smallest risks, be community based and data driven, and that 

would work to fix rather than exacerbate inequities for Portlanders. Now we are urge you to take action to 

pass the plan for implementation with the urgency it requires.  

Vision Zero originated from Sweden in 1997 with the assertion that all traffic deaths and severe injuries are 

preventable. Sweden’s Vision Zero work was based on an old philosophy with a new twist: “it should no 

longer be the child that should adapt to traffic conditions, but the traffic conditions that should be adapted 

– as far as possible – to children.” 

Several high profile and tragic crashes involving young pedestrians in the past two months have brought 

this back to your attention, yet lesser reported crashes involving pedestrians continue across the city, and 

are concentrated in the lower income parts of our city – the areas that suffer from chronic and historic 

underinvestment when it comes to transportation infrastructure. Low-income or disadvantaged communities 

often have inadequate or non-existent infrastructure to ensure the safe travel of people walking and 

bicycling, while more people in these communities routinely walk or bicycle for transportation. As a result, 

injury and fatality rates tend to be higher in disadvantaged communities. This is a concern for the City of 

Portland, one that the implementation of the Vision Zero Action Plan seeks to rectify.  

Children are considered vulnerable transportation users as they are disproportionately injured or killed in 

traffic-related crashes, and nationally, being struck by a vehicle is the leading cause of injury-related deaths 

for youth under 14. The statistics are even worse for disadvantaged communities. Nationally, pedestrian 

fatality rates in low-income metro areas are almost twice that of more affluent neighborhoods. In fact, in 

this metro area, it’s 2.3x as likely to be killed while poor and walking.  

We support the mutual goals of Vision Zero and Safe Routes to School to re-build our streets and ensure all 

Portlanders travel on them in ways that will result in zero fatalities or serious injuries. Vision Zero is a 
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broad-spectrum, targeted campaign that has the ability to dramatically improve the health and safety of all 

transportation users. The connections and overlap with Safe Routes to School efforts are significant, and the 

two efforts should be complementary in communities, as children are among the most vulnerable 

transportation users, particularly in disadvantaged communities. Safe Routes to School projects increase 

safety for everyone at all times of day, therefore are essential to Vision Zero’s goals; Vision Zero tackles 

unsafe streets that have become barriers to kids walking and rolling, therefore are essential to Safe Routes 

to School’s success. 

The Safe Routes to School National Partnership was here last year to support the City of Portland in 

passing Vision Zero as a transportation policy that accepts even one traffic fatality is morally abhorrent and 

absolutely unacceptable. Thank you. We are here again now to ask you to support the adoption and swift 

implementation of this Vision Zero Action Plan. We are also here to remind you that everyone in our city is 

at risk on our streets right now – traffic volume is up, tensions are high, and unsafe choices are being made 

out of frustration. There is no one fix to our unsafe roads, but there are many things that we can, and must, 

do now. The Vision Zero Action Plan lays out this direction, and I trust you will vote to approve the plan 

now. Plans are nothing without funding, however, and I urge you to remember to also provide the 

significant financial support this Action Plan needs, so that not a single Portlander need worry about 

crossing the street again.  

Kari Schlosshauer 

Pacific Northwest Regional Policy Manager  

Safe Routes to School National Partnership 

 


