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Vision Zero Now –  
City of Portland Must Embrace Policy, Funding, Education, 

Enforcement, and Infrastructure Solutions to Eliminate Fatalities and 
Serious Injuries 

 
June 2, 2015 – Our community-based organizations are calling for action at 
today’s Multimodal Transportation Safety Meeting hosted by Mayor Hales 
and Commissioner Novick. In the wake of a series of tragic crashes, 
injuries, and fatalities in the Portland region now is the time to act. The 
unfortunate reality is that serious injuries and fatalities are happening on 
our roads on a regular basis. This is impacting vulnerable users at a much 
higher rate, with pedestrians making up over half of the fatalities on our 
roads last year. We look forward to long term and sustained support for 
safety on our streets for everyone. 
 
Vision Zero is a new traffic safety program with the goal to eliminate all 
road fatalities through road design, education, and enforcement. It is the 
idea that traffic fatalities and serious injuries from crashes are avoidable, 
and should not be tolerated. Our goal should be to eliminate traffic 
fatalities and serious injuries. The Portland Bureau of Transportation has 
adopted Vision Zero strategies in their two year Progress Plan, but it 
requires broad based support and cross collaboration between agencies. 
The following recommendations are immediate steps the City can take to 
improve safety on our streets: 
 
Embrace Vision Zero now - City Council should adopt a straightforward 
unifying Vision Zero policy that sets a clear goal of reaching zero fatalities 
and serious injuries with specific dates and mid term goals. A model 
ordinance is available here: http://ourhealthystreets.org/visionzero/ 
 
Reduce speed limits citywide – Lower the speed limit by at least 5 mph 
on all major corridors. Lower the speed limit on all residential streets to 
20 mph, utilizing Neighborhood Greenways as a model for building safe, 
family-friendly streets with 15 mph speed limits. 
 
Build more safety projects - Focus our limited safety funding on 
improvements and engineering near schools and in historically underserved 
communities - starting with High Crash Corridors and our most dangerous 
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intersections. 
 
Launch broad-based education and social marketing campaigns on 
Vision Zero - Implement large-scale education campaigns that target 
behaviors such as speeding and distracted driving that are most likely to 
cause serious crashes. Build a ‘Travel with Care Campaign and Pledge’ to 
work toward reducing high risk behavior for all roadway users. 
 
Build an anti-speeding campaign – We must frame speeding in the same 
context as drunk driving. Develop a visual campaign aimed at drivers, via 
signs on buildings, bus banners, billboards, that calls out speeding as a 
dangerous and irresponsible behavior. Stress the danger of what driving 
five mph over the posted speed limit can do to a struck pedestrian. 
  
Examine every serious crash and injury on our roads – Continue to work 
to determine the cause of the crash, and develop a plan for preventing 
future tragedies. Injuries and fatalities should not continue to happen at 
the same location without action. 
 
Ensure enforcement of new speed limits and safe travel behavior -  
The City must prosecute offenders who fail to yield the right of way to 
vulnerable users and ensure that enforcement is equitable and does not 
disproportionately impact communities of color - one of the groups most 
likely to be injured while walking or biking. People who injure or kill 
vulnerable users should be held liable under Oregon’s Vulnerable Road 
User Statutes whenever applicable. 
 
Create a local Vision Zero Stakeholder Committee – We need a team of 
community leaders to help develop strategic communication and outreach 
campaigns in order to communicate policy changes with the public and 
with existing committees. This committee should be separate from 
existing committees and guide implementation & execution of 
jurisdictional Vision Zero Policy.  
 
For more recommendations, view the Vision Zero report here: 
http://ourhealthystreets.org/visionzero 
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For details contact: 
 

 
Rob Sadowsky  
rob@btaoregon.org  
773-575-1933  

 
 
 

 
 

Noel Mickelberry 
noel@oregonwalks.org 
503-869-7077 

 
 
 
 
 

Mychal Tetteh 
mychal@communitycyclingcenter.org 
503-288-8864  

 
 
 

 
Kari Schlosshauer 
kari@saferoutespartnership.org 
503-734-0813 
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