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May 2, 2014 

 

Metro  

600 NE Grand Ave. 

Portland, OR 97232  

 

Re: Regional Active Transportation Plan 

 

Dear Metro: 

 

We would like to thank Metro for this opportunity to comment on the draft Regional Active Transportation 

Plan. The organizations signing this letter represent those concerned with health, the environment, 

walkable and bikeable communities, transit, safe routes to school, older adults, age-friendly communities, 

equal opportunity, and more.  We have collaborated on these comments because of our shared goal of 

improving the ability for people of all ages, abilities, and incomes to engage in active transportation. 

There is support and leadership for this goal across the region. 

 

We strongly support the Regional Active Transportation Plan (ATP). The ATP is a vital component of a 

healthier, more equitable, more cost-effective transportation system that is good for business and better 

attuned to the interests and needs of all of the region’s residents. It will support local jurisdictions around 

the region to implement and build their own bicycle and pedestrian networks, with improved access to 

transit.  

 

Addressing the shortcomings of our regional active transportation system, especially network connectivity 

and safety, will also support efforts to meet many other goals our region has adopted to promote health, 

livability, sustainability, and prosperity. The ATP does not change local transportation plans; rather, it 

makes a clear statement about the region's priorities, knits together existing plans from cities and 

counties, and offers a clear path for support of projects eligible for funding around the region.  
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The ATP takes up three important points for the active transportation network in our region: gaps, safety, 

and funding. 

 

Active Transportation Network Gaps: As outlined in the ATP, significant gaps exist in our active 

transportation networks – our streets are not “complete” for users of all ages and abilities. In real terms, 

this means sidewalks from our homes to the places we want to go, such as transit stops, schools, 

community centers, and markets, as well as safe and frequent crosswalks with sufficient crossing time. 

This is important for those who are interested in travelling actively, but are concerned about whether a 

walking or bicycling path will take them all the way to their destination.  

 Comment: We applaud the ATP’s focus on determining regional networks based on local 

jurisdictions’ plans to create a complete network.  

 

Active Transportation Network Safety: The options for our region’s residents and visitors to choose to 

walk, bike or access transit are too often not safe and thus reduces active transportation use and 

potential. A safe active transportation network is one that functions for people of all ages and abilities, 

and it’s often the thing standing in the way for people who are interested in traveling actively, but are 

concerned about how they will safely get to their destination.  

 Comment: The ATP does an excellent job of providing “design guidance” that creates safe and 

welcoming journeys for pedestrian and bicycle projects.  

 

Active Transportation Network Funding: Perhaps most importantly, the biggest barrier to building a 

complete and comprehensive active transportation system that is safe for all users is funding. The active 

transportation networks (bicycling, pedestrian, access to transit) need to be prioritized as stand-alone 

projects as well as within other road projects. In particular, for the health and safety of our most active-

transportation dependent populations – elders, youth, low income residents including many people of 

color, and those who cannot drive – projects near schools, local shopping areas, and transit stops must 

be prioritized in planning and projects at all levels of government. Funding must be tied to projects that 

ensure active transportation access is implemented. 

 Comment: While the ATP addresses the need to complete gaps and improve safety in the 

active transportation networks, it does not go far enough to ensure implementation of the 

projects that will build the active transportation networks – and their many economic, health, 

and environmental benefits for the region.  

 Comment: At the current rate of funding, it will take 150 years to complete regional walking 

and bicycling networks. If that rate were tripled, most adults would still not have the 

opportunity to benefit from a comprehensive and complete active transportation network in 

their lifetime.  
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We stand behind the vision of the Active Transportation Plan for the region, and will be strong supporters 

in its implementation. We welcome the adoption of the ATP and its key components into the RTP, so that 

people of all ages, abilities, and incomes can expect that our regional government is working toward a 

regional transportation system that works for everyone. We look forward to working with Metro to ensure 

these projects are funded and built in a timely manner so that all people and communities can safely use 

healthy, active transportation to get wherever they need to go. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important plan for our region. 

 

Sincerely, 

Kari Schlosshauer, Regional Policy Manager 
Safe Routes to School National Partnership 
 
Aaron Brown, Board President 
Oregon Walks 
 
Bill Gentile, Chair 
Elders in Action Commission 
 
Mary Kyle McCurdy, Policy Director 
1000 Friends of Oregon 
 
Gerik Kransky, Advocacy Director 
Bicycle Transportation Alliance 
 
Mara Gross, Executive Director 
Coalition for a Livable Future 

 
Heidi Guenin, Policy Manager 
Upstream Public Health 
 
Gerald J. Cohen, J.D., M.P.A., State Director 
AARP Oregon  
 
Mychal Tetteh, Chief Executive Officer 
Community Cycling Center 
 
Jenny Cadigan, Executive Director 
Westside Transportation Alliance 
 
Elizabeth Baxter, Executive Director 
Oregon Public Health Institute 


