
About the Pacific Northwest Regional 

Network and Our Goals 
 

Formed in 2013, the Pacific 

Northwest Safe Routes to School 

regional network is a collaborative 

project of the Safe Routes to School 

National Partnership and America 

Walks, and is funded through the 

generous support of Kaiser 

Permanente.  

The goal of the Pacific Northwest 

regional network is to build 

partnerships and leverage resources in 

the greater Portland, Vancouver and 

Salem regions to improve policies as 

well as the built environment to 

support and encourage physical 

activity through walking and bicycling 

to school and in daily life. The Pacific 

Northwest regional network also 

provides technical assistance to select 

Kaiser Permanente partners across the 

region.  

public transit, improve public health, 

increase energy independence and create 

walkable and bikeable neighborhoods. The 

Pacific Northwest regional network is 

working to provide input and achieve  

positive outcomes for both the RTP update 

and for the adoption of the ATP together 

with the RTP in 2014. 

 

The Pacific Northwest regional network is 

working in the Metro region to ensure that 

statewide funds are spent e%ectively at the 

local and county level, and that Safe 

Routes to School and active transportation 

policies and practices are adopted locally 

and proliferate throughout the region. 

 

Work with the SWRTC and MWVCOG 

will begin in 2014.  

The city of Portland, Oregon, is known 

nationally as a bikeable, walkable, livable 

place to call home. The greater Portland 

region’s MPO, Metro, is responsible for 

regularly updating the Regional 

Transportation Plan (RTP), the region's 

blueprint for a multi-modal transportation 

system, and guides investments in the 

region’s transportation system to reduce 

congestion, build new sidewalks and 

bicycle facilities, improve transit service 

and maintain freight access. Metro is 

currently updating the RTP, with adoption 

slated for July 2014. Metro is also in the 

process of creating a Regional Active 

Transportation Plan (ATP), a regional 

network of pedestrian and bicycle 

investments that can increase access to 

Today, just 13 percent of children ages 5 to 14 walk and bicycle to 

and from school—a dramatic drop from 1969 when nearly 50 

percent of children walked to school. As a result, school districts 

and families spend billions on transportation and the volume of 

vehicles around schools creates traffic congestion, air pollution and 

wear and tear.  
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State of Active Transportation in the Pacific Northwest 

The Southwest Washington Regional 

Transportation Council (SWRTC) is the 

MPO for the Clark County, Washington, 

portion of the larger Portland/Vancouver 

urbanized area. SWRTC is governed by a 

Board of Directors comprised of elected 

o6cials, and also holds a seat on Metro’s 

Joint Policy Advisory Committee on 

Transportation (JPACT).  

The Mid-Willamette Valley Council of 

Governments (MWVCOG) is the MPO for 

more than 40 local governments, including 

the Salem region.  MWVCOG is governed 

by a Board of Directors comprised of 

elected o6cials. 

How Are Transportation Decisions 

and Investments Made in the Pacific 

Northwest Region? 
 

The Pacific Northwest regional network, 

covering the greater Portland, Vancouver 

and Salem regions, encompasses three 

distinct metropolitan planning 

organization (MPO) areas. Metro is the 

MPO serving more than 1.5 million 

residents in Clackamas, Multnomah and 

Washington counties, and the 25 cities in 

the Portland, Oregon, metropolitan area. 

Metro is the only regional government 

agency in the U.S. whose governing body 

is directly elected by the region's voters.  
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Develop criteria that prioritize 
equitable processes and outcomes that 
benefit underserved and vulnerable 
communities, increase accessibility and 
build capacity in and among these 
communities through grant assistance 
and training: 
 
• Require health impact assessments 

(HIA) for major projects and plans. 
• Provide technical assistance to 

local e%orts such as Fire Up Your 
Feet. 

• Assist local programs in 

maintaining or garnering funding 
for Safe Routes to School e%orts. 

 
Ensure that project selection 
committees include Safe Routes to 
School, equity and accessibility 
advocates by getting these advocates 
and supporters on to local, regional 
and statewide advisory bodies who 
play key roles in the development, 
funding and scheduling transportation 
projects and programs. 
 
Work with cities and counties to 
ensure that Safe Routes to School and 
other active transportation program 
funds that have been awarded are 
obligated so that projects can begin 
construction. 
 
 
 
 

 
The Pacific Northwest regional 
network specifically works to:  
 
Coordinate with regional and local 
governments to develop and adopt 
criteria that will prioritize and fund 
walking, bicycling and Safe Routes to 
School projects: 
 
• Get walking, bicycling and Safe 

Routes to School criteria into the 
Oregon Department of 
Transportation’s (ODOT) 2016-
2017 Highway Safety Improvement 
Program (HSIP) process. 

• Provide input to Metro’s ATP, and 

research the RTP public processes 
and timelines to ensure walking, 
bicycling and Safe Routes to School 
projects will be solidly and 
increasingly supported and funded 
throughout the region. 

• Influence the project selection 

process for Metro’s Regional 
Flexible Funding Allocation 
process, the competitive process 
Metro uses to allocate federal 
transportation funds to projects 
throughout the region, including 
funding for active transportation. 

• Explore options to create a 

regional Safe Routes to School Plan 
and Program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For more information contact: 
Kari Schlosshauer | Pacific Northwest Regional Policy Manager | kari@saferoutespartnership.org 

Website | www.saferoutespacificnorthwest.org  
Facebook | Safe Routes to School Pacific Northwest 

Twitter | @saferoutesPNW 

Take Action for Safe and Healthy Communities Increasing physical activity 

through safe walking and 

bicycling trips not only 

benefits people’s health; it 

also reduces congestion 

and improves air quality. 

Communities can take 

action to create safer and 

healthier communities by 

adopting smart policies and 

building sustainable and 

robust Safe Routes to 

School programs.  

The Pacific Northwest regional 
network works with jurisdictions 
throughout the regions to ensure 
they incorporate the goals above into 
their planning and budget decisions. 
In addition, where possible, the 
regional network supports marketing 
and education campaigns to increase 
understanding and change 
perspectives of the value added by 
active transportation investments. 


